
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 March 2015] 

 p1181d-1181d 
Mr John Day 

SCULPTURE BY THE SEA 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.04 am]: I rise briefly to tell the house 
about Sculpture by the Sea 2015, which I had the pleasure of opening last Friday morning. This fantastic cultural 
event is currently taking place at Cottesloe Beach, one of only three locations in the world to host the event. Now 
in its eleventh year, Sculpture by the Sea features the work of 69 emerging and established artists, including 
31 from Western Australia. The event showcases an incredible diversity across the work, with artists utilising 
a range of materials, including rubber exercise balls, a shipping container, polished steel and wood. 

Free public events such as this achieve multiple outcomes. They present outstanding works of art to the 
community, bring people together through the shared experience of art and add to the vitality of our public 
spaces. We have only to recall the unprecedented success of The Giants to see what events such as this can do 
for Western Australia. They also provide incredible tourism and economic benefits to the state by attracting 
international media attention, highlighting the enviable natural environment of Western Australia’s coastline and 
attracting visitors who support local businesses and boost the economy, which brings us closer to achieving the 
government’s goal of increasing the value of tourism in the state to $12 billion by 2020. 

For these reasons, the state government, through Tourism WA and the Department of Culture and the Arts, 
supports events such as Sculpture by the Sea. Over the past five years, more than one million people have visited 
Sculpture by the Sea and this year it is expected that more than 200 000 will attend the event. It is a great event 
and I encourage all members to take their families and friends to beautiful Cottesloe Beach to view the artwork 
for themselves. 
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